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Dear Students and Parents,
Life Science is everywhere.  The complexity, secrets, and beauty of the natural world have enthralled humans since the beginning of time.  Upon the completion of 7th grade Life Science at Greensboro Day School students will be able to identify all of the 
six kingdoms of life,
 the interaction between them
 and 
have appreciation
 for each. 
This year students will be exploring the na
tural world around and within
.  Students will look to the P
ermacul
ture G
arden, nature trail, learning pond and lab to help them understand what they study.  They will exercise their new knowledge by completing a wide variety of projects that will help them develop their skills of inquiry, observation, and exploration.  Students will study ecology, cells, 
genetics,
 
the
 
history of life, plants, ani
mals, and
 human body health
.  As these separate worlds reveal themselves to students we will give speci
al attention to how they
 interact and support each other to create the web of 
life.
I come to 
my third
 year at 
Greensboro Day School upon
 
completion of my Master’s Degree in Middle Grad
es Education from UNCG.  I 
spent several years working in environmental education and I am excited and eager to bring my experiences to the classroom.  
Last summer I became Permaculture Design Certified and cannot wait to share my new knowledge of gardening. 
I am looking forwar
d to a great year with you all.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Marshall
c
larissa.marshall@greensboroday.org
       
x428
)
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All tests will be 
announced several days ahead. 
Quizzes will be announced; HW quizzes will not.
  
Homework wil
l be posted on the homework calendar
 and announced in class.  
P
rojects will be graded according to rubrics that will be made available to students when the project is announced.  
Make-up work is due no later than 3 days after returning to school.  
All late work will be subject to a point deduction.  
Inappropriate behavior will cause a student to lose “nonrefundable” participation points.  The circumstances of lost points will be noted on Net Classroom.
) (
Grading:
HW quizzes
 – 10%
,
 FJs and in class assignments – 5%
 
Tests – 20
%
Pr
ojects – 25
%
Quizzes – 10
%
Outreach – 20
%
Participation/Attitude/Behavior – 10
%
)
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Life Science
Classroom Expectations
Respect Yourself
To respect yourself means that you: put safety first, come to class prepared, make healthy choices, never forget to be yourself, forgive yourself for mistakes, and always do your best work.
It also m
eans that you put your best foot
 forward by being polite, honest, presentable, and courteous.
 Respect Others
When you respect others you: put safety first, keep hands to yourself, help each other, praise your peers, keep unkind words to yourself, and listen when others are speaking (especially teachers!).
Respect the Classroom
To respect the classroom you must: treat the materials with care, pitch-in to clean-up, leaving nothing behind, keep your area tidy, put things back where they belong.
Remember, the teacher puts everything in place BUT it is your responsibility to maintain a functioning classroom.  The 
classroom is your space — treat
 it as such.
 Respect Learning
To respect learning you must TRY.  Also, figure out how 
you
 learn best and use that knowledge.  Come prepared to learn and study when you leave.  Remember that e
very expert began as an amateur, 
and if you don’t know, find out
.  EVERYONE can learn.
I have read and discussed the expectations for Life Science with my parent/child.
___________________  _______
Student Signature
    date
___________________  _______
       
Parent Signature
    date
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